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OUR VISION
Through LCOS all come to know the uncon-
ditional love of God, grow in their faith, and
share their love and faith with others.

OUR MISSION
That all may experience the love of Jesus
Christ, we reach up through worship cele-
bration. We reach out by sharing our faith.
We reach in through prayer and study.

SUNDAY WORSHIP CELEBRATIONS
Bible Study

8:30am
9:30am
10:30am

Worship Service
Fellowship

CHURCH STAFF

The Rev. Jon L. Culp, Interim Pastor
Naoko Okada, Minister of Music

Charlie McCoy, Accountant

Roger Swain, Financial Secretary

Ginnie Berge, Temporary Office Manager

CHURCH COUNCIL (Ministry Area)

Sara Berge, President

(Governance & Administration) and (Technology)
Don Richardson, Vice President

(Facility & Grounds)
Jan Spaulding, Secretary (Education)

Kristi Saligame, Finance/Treasurer
(Stewardship & Financial) and (Social Media)

Charlie McCoy (Stewardship & Financial)
Lynne O’Reilly (Care)

Fran Palermo (Fellowship & Hospitality)
Sharon Rozell (Outreach)

Judith Stocker (Worship)
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MISSION TEAMS

Acolytes &
Crucifers

Adult Education

AV Team
Bulletin

Call Committee

Coffee Hour

Communications
Counters

Education

Facility &
Grounds

Fellowship &
Dinners

Food Bank
Greeters

LAFFS
Lay Pastoral Care
Newsletter Team

Note Folks
Outreach

Ushers

Website &
Social Media

Cherri Krall

Don Richardson
Kent Chetlain

Heidi Richters

Ginnie Berge
Karen Muir

Heidi Richters, Liam
Heselius, Cherri Krall,
Rick Padin, Noah
Rozell, Martin Stewart

Martin Stewart
Heidi Richters
Fran Beauregard

Karen Urban

Kristi Saligame
Roger Swain

Jan Spaulding
Don Richardson

Don Richardson
Martin Stewart

Kristi Saligame

Heidi Richters
Fran Beauregard

Lynne O’Reilly
Lynne O’Reilly

Karen Urban
Rick Padin
Ginnie Berge

Linda Dillinger

Danielle Kearney
Sharon Rozell

Martin Stewart
Kristi Saligame

Worship & Music Naoko Okada




PC Prospectives
Submitted by Pastor Jon Culp

What a pleasure it is to serve with you to accomplish your founding purpose.

Vision statement: Through LCOS, all come to know the unconditional love of
God and grow in their faith and share their love and faith with others.

Mission statement: That all may experience the love of Jesus Christ. .
We reach up through worship celebration; we reach out by sharing our faith; \ >3 !
and we reach in through prayer and study.

In the past few weeks, | have met with the Call Committee, the Council, the Lay Pastor Care team
and watched the Kaye Prox Food Bank. | have also met with members in their homes and in my
office. | listened carefully and shared some thoughts along the way. My conclusion is that LCOS takes
seriously their vision and mission statements. You can see this in how you care for each other, and in
the future ideas the council is discussing.

The council has taken the first step of applying for a V2A grant. While this is far from being ap-
proved by the Synod, the “building bridges” pre-packaged program is the one highlighted by the
council. Many thanks to our President Sara Berge and Kristi Saligame (Thiese) for submitting the
initial application. While there has been some conversation about the who and how that would be
lived out, no one direction or plan has been developed. The council is just beginning to consider

the direction. And there are different thoughts among the members of the council, as it should be.
Again, nothing has been determined. The grant would be $10,000. If we receive it, it will give a great
start to do new outreach programing. New programing will help us reach out to new people in the
Town and Country neighborhood and beyond. This is an exciting opportunity for LCOS.

One thing that will not change is our mission and vision. It remains as certain as when it was first
developed. As quoted above, our vision statement is clear, concise, and it is centered on our faith
and scriptures. The unconditional love of God and welcome to all people remain a certain as always.
One thing that has impressed me most is the diversity of our congregation. As | look out at our con-
gregation each week, | feel so very proud to be a part of our church that is made up of different
backgrounds, cultures, languages and colors. This is a clear testament that you take seriously your
mission and vision.

Please know that as we think about the future, we will not forget the past, or the present. Each
person who is in our church is extremely important. No one wishes to change the character and
make-up of those who already sit in our pews. Truly, this is a caring and loving congregation. | felt it
the minute | met with your council and it is reaffirmed with every day | continue to get to know each
one of you. Please know my door is always open, and | so appreciate your welcome as | continue in
this interim ministry. Of this, | am certain you have a wonderful future waiting for you. Your Call
Committee is hard at work in developing a clear picture of what type of pastor you need.

May we all continue to find rest in our faith,
PC
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President’s Report
Submitted by Sara Berge
Greetings!

The summer months have flown by and I’m preparing for a new school
year. I’'m so grateful to have had this time to rest, tackle some home pro- I

jects and visit with family and friends. The council met for a workshop
day on June 27" where we had a very productive meeting, lunch and fellowship time togeth-
er, followed by getting some projects done around the church that had been waiting to be
completed.

| was fortunate to take a couple of trips —a weekend trip to Texas to spend time with my
brother, sister-in-law and baby niece (I will gladly show off pictures if you want to see them!),
and a longer trip to North Dakota by way of Philadelphia. My cousin, Siena, graduated from
high school so | spent a few days in Philly celebrating with her and our family and then spent
about a week in North Dakota visiting my parents, other family, and friends. We had great
quality time together and made wonderful memories.

Since | did so much traveling, | ended up missing three Sundays in a row. While | greatly
missed my LCOS family, I'm happy to say that my giving was here each week even though |
was absent. My weekly offering is pulled directly from my checking account each week,
whether | am able to attend worship at LCOS or not. | originally signed up for the program
because it was difficult for me to get my offering turned in each week when | was sitting in
the choir loft. What started out as a convenience has helped me to be consistent in my giving
each year. (It’s also still a wonderful convenience!)

| wanted to share this with you to encourage you to consider this option as well. You can
choose to have your offering taken from a checking account or from a credit card. The fees
are greater with the credit card, so a checking account is preferred. If you are interested in
pursuing this option, feel free to ask me or Roger Swain any questions you have and we’ll help
you get started! Your generosity is greatly appreciated and helps LCOS continue to be a place
where we find joy, love, and community in our Lord. 2 Corinthians 9:7 says, “Each of you
should give what you have decided in your heart to give, not reluctantly or under compulsion,
for God loves a cheerful giver.”
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LCOS Council Meeting Summary June 27, 2026
Submitted by Jan Spaulding

Opening prayer 11:12 am.

Financial: Kristi Saligame

LCOS recorded a net gain of $1753 in May however year to date we show a loss
of $14,004 largely because the new air conditioning unit was paid for with
surplus funds from 2025. A new commercial fridge was purchased for the
kitchen using fellowship designated funds. Your faithful support continues to
serve our members and neighbors in the surrounding community.

Kaye Prox Food Bank: Kristi Saligame

Continues to serve 350+ families weekly with faithful volunteers. The heat continues to be a chal-
lenge for the volunteers and clients. Overhead fans have been installed in the pavilion to assist with
air flow. We celebrated a big birthday for Angel Vasquez who turned 70 with volunteers and clients.
The Food bank distributes Monday and Wednesday at 11:30am and Friday at 2:30pm. If you are in-
terested in volunteering or have a teen needing community service hours contact Kristi/Jan or e-
mail volunteerkayeproxfb@gmail.com. We would love to have you join the team.

Technology: Sara Berge

An upgrade on the sound system continues as Pastor Bruce has been available. He plans to have
speakers in the nursery and narthex working as soon as his electrician is available. Microsoft busi-
ness accounts for non-profit institutions have changed recently and we will need to update to meet
the church’s needs.

Facilities and Grounds: Don Richardson
Thank you to Don Richardson, Martin Stewart and Ernie Largent for keeping our property looking so

nice.
Fans have been installed in the back Pavilion to assist with air flow during food distribution for the

Food bank but plan to modify for stronger air flow. Century Fire completed overhead irrigation work
need after fire inspection. Hoping to begin repair of the pillars in the main entrance area when
equipment and man power available.

Community Outreach: Kristi Saligame
Plan to move forward with offering English/Spanish classes to the community along with basic finan-

cial classes when instructors are available.

Group Projects: Sara Berge
After lunch the council cleaned out the choir stairwells removing worn equipment, went through
more files in the front office and continued to clean out the area behind the stage in Luther Hall.

Closing prayer at 1:05pm
Full minutes for all meetings can by found in the church office
Respectfully submitted by Jan Spaulding
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LCOS Treasurer’s Report—June 2026
Submitted by Kristi Saligame

June Financial Review:

Church income in June was $24,807, vs our budget of $26,310 and last year’s re-
sult of $20,657. -—

Member Giving in June was $16,432, right in line with budget of $16,400 =
and a little below year-ago gifts of $17,505.

We used Bold Statement funds of $5,000 during the month. |

Facilities income was $3,375 in June, vs. $3,152 a year ago.

Church expense was $21,620 in June, vs. $24,073 a year ago and our budget of $27,176.

We made a $4,813 downpayment on our combined insurance policies with Liberty Mu-
tual, which boosted our Facilities & Grounds expense.

Our employee compensation/benefits expense was below budget (the plan includes
spending for pastoral health care benefits and a part-time office manager, neither of
which happened in June).

Other expense categories were in generally line with expectations. LCOS
recorded a net gain of $2,987 in June.

2026 Year to Date:

Month/Q Current Year Results Year-Ago Results
Income Expense Difference Income Expense Difference
Jan $17,076 $19,490 (52,414) $19,232 $20,710 (51,478)
Feb $22,154 $39,179 (617,025) $20,528 $19,771 §757
March $26,362 $21,214 $5,148 $28,087 $21,680 $6,406
April $20,478 $21,945 ($1,467) $22,149 $23,074 (5925)
May $25,362 $23,609 $1,753 $27,416 $21,499 $5,918
June $24,807 $21,820 $2,987 $20,657 $24,073 ($3,416)
Total $136,239 $147,257 ($11,018) $138,069 $130,808 $7,261

Notes:

Summer in Florida is a great time for reflection and planning — many of us are hunkered down in the
air conditioning, to avoid the heat! Please take a few minutes to think about what aspects of the
church’s mission are most important to you, and what changes/improvements you would like to see
in the future.

Does your current giving fit with what matters most to you? You can volunteer in any of our minis-

tries, or you can work to start a new one. You can make your financial gifts to the General Fund, or

you can make designated gifts toward Mortgage Reduction, Outreach, Music Ministries, Food Bank,

Portico, Fellowship, Facilities, etc.

Whatever conclusions you reach, thank you for keeping the mission, ministries, and members of this
church in your prayers! Your support is vital to this church, as we continue to serve our members
and our neighbors in the surrounding community.
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Kaye Prox Food Bank
Submitted by Kristi Saligame

The last month in the food bank has been all about beating the heat.

“Blessing Bags” provided to us by Incarnation
Catholic School. (We also shared the bags with
the Portico Ministry, for their day bags.)

to keep it cool. Volunteers struggled
together to take it down!

See more food pantry pictures on

page 13.

We installed fans in the pavilion (thanks Don and
Martin!), which are making a difference.
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Reflections on my Ordination

Unfortunately, | was unable to find any pictures of that day. | am sure my fam-
ily took many but they have all passed now. So, let me share just a few mem-
ories of that day.

In the IK-Synod, they encourage you to be ordained in the yearly assembly,
but | chose to do so at my home church, and | am very glad | did. My home \, i lf,
church in Fort Wayne, IN was a part of my entire life. | often kid that | think

my Mother stopped on the way home from Lutheran hospital to have me baptized. For my
entire youth, this church was my life.

The day of my Ordination, | was surprised that the entire church was packed. Most all of
the members over my life were there. And, | would have never been ordained without
them. It was heart-warming to see them. Of course, my family was there. Aunts and un-
cles, my Mother, Brother and friends. At first, it was a bit chaotic, | remember a couple of
classmates were unable to attend, but my friends filled in.

The Bishop was there, but more important was the man who was my Pastor. | always say
he knew | would become a pastor long before | did. | think he had seven of eight young
people become pastors from our church. It was a very meaningful day.

Actually, a very strong memory was when | had to kneel for the laying on of hands with

officials and colleagues. They did not have a kneeler so | had to kneel trying to keep my

back straight. | remember it being uncomfortable and | thought they might never let me
up! Still, all went well.

| can remember the homily the Bishop gave and | remember looking around the church
that had groomed me and all the memories of that church and all my experiences there.
There was a great sense of peace.

Since | had already received a call from my first congrega-
tion, because it was not too far from where | grew up, \
several members of that congregation were there as well.
As it turns out, my first call was where my Father and
Grandmother and Great-grandparent attended. So, |
thought of how all of those pieces of my life and history
came together on that one day. It was a homecoming and
a sending all wrapped up in one beautiful day.

Congratulations to Pastor Culp on his 35th
Ordination Anniversary!

Sara Berge presented Pastor with a certificate
from the Florida Bahamas Synod.
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Submitted by Karen Urban
Vladimir Grimm

Vlad is a native Floridian. He and his twin brother, Jacob, were born
and raised in Orlando.

Vlad graduated from USF with a degree in Sociology then taught
music in elementary school for several years. He now is in the health
insurance sales business which he enjoys.

Besides having a wonderful singing voice, his musical talents include
playing violin, guitar and harmonica. He also enjoys video games.

We are blessed to have Vlad share his musical talents in our church choir.

Introduce yourself to Vlad the next time you see him and welcome him to our LCOS family.

Carried and Called to Follow

Jesus the Good Shepherd is one of Christianity’s most endearing im-
ages. Scenes of Jesus holding a small lamb bring comfort during
times of trouble, reminding us of God’s tender care when we are
weak or hurting. In those moments, we are grateful to be carried.

Yet this image also points to a deeper truth. The Shepherd’s role is
not only to carry the lamb, but to lead the flock. When we are re-
stored and strengthened, we are called to rise, to walk and to follow where He leads.

God meets us in our need with compassion, but He also calls us forward with purpose. The
same hands that lift us up also guide us on the path ahead.

There is a time to be carried, and there is a time to follow.

©Churchart.com Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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_' Planning For Plenty
s  of Fun in the Sun!

15th Annual LCOS Golf Fun(d) Raising Tournament

Saturday, October 24, 2026

Countryway Golf Club (CWGC), 11111 W. Waters Ave., Tampa, 33635

We are looking forward to an exciting day of golf that will bring our community and LCOS
members together for fellowship and fun(d)raising. The golf team is already busy, planning a
great day! Boxed lunches will be provided, there will be a putting contest, and golfers will be able
to walk around and make their raffle choices prior to golfing. We hope for sunshine, brilliant skies
and a cool, breezy day.

Here's how you can help to make this day a success that will raise funds to enhance our mission
and ministries, including the Kaye Prox Food Bank and the Portico Ministry:

Join in the “fun” and maximize our $12,000 (or more) Goal:
> $2000 Be a Marquee Sponsor (only one) * 2 foursome green fees, carts, boxed lunch

for 8, Marquee Event Sponsor Banner or Sign, front page notation on golf program, 12
month Ad in Newsletter, wall plaque.

> Play in the tournament and/or recruit golfers--$60/player or $240/foursome:
(registration form in this newsletter, in church office/narthex, or online)

» Be a Tournament Sponsor for $500: All golf & box lunch expenses included for 4
players; (+Sign & 7z page in program)

» Be a “Hole Sponsor” for $80 (put your name on the sign, or seek sponsorships from
business owners/friends)

» Be a Financial Donor—any amount, check or online

» Donate a raffle item or prize: timeshare, art, restaurant gift card, basket, golf
equipment, efc.

» Be a volunteer before the event: assemble baskets, wrap prizes, mail letters, etc.

» Be a volunteer on Saturday, 10/24 at the golf club.

Register or donate at https://www.lcostampa.org

Questions? Contributions? Contact a member of your 2026 Golf Team:

Kristi Saligame (Co-Chair), Karen Muir (Co-Chair and Volunteer Coordinator), Carol Cousins
(Sponsors), Brian Cross (Financial), Don Richardson (Logistics), Karen Matteson (Raffles/Donors), P. 10
Doris McDonald (Raffles/Donors) *




15th Annual L.C.0O.S. Golf Tournament
Saturday, October 24, 2026

Benefiting the Mission and Ministries of The Lutheran Church of Our Saviour

When: 11:00am-—12:45pm Where: Countryway Golf Club
Registration, Box Lunch & Raffle Tickets 11111 W. Waters Avenue
1:00 pm Shotgun Start Tampa, FL 33635
Cost: Foursome $240 {includes 4 box lunches) SCashs Prizes - 1 & 279 place Teams
Golfers $60 per person {includes box lunch) Other Prizes: 3™ place, closest to pin, longest drive
Format: Four-Person Scramble, Limit: 90 golfers Raffles: Quick & easy claim process!!!
Prizes Raffles Fun Food Laughter
Name {Please Print) Address {street, city, zip) Phone + area Email
Golfer1
Golfer 2
Golfer 3
Golfer4

Registration Deadline, Fri. 10/16: Register and pay online at www.lcostampa.org, or mail this form and a
check to The Lutheran Church of Qur Saviour, Attention: GOLF

Check appropriate box(es): [ ]$2,000 Marquee Sponsor (one only) * [] $240 foursome
[ ] $500 (minimum) Tournament Sponsor ** [] $60 individual golfer
[ ] $80 Hole sponsor ***

Financial Donation: []$300 []%200 []$100 [ ] Other: $

* Marquee Sponsor includes (2) foursome greens fees, carts, boxed funch for 8, Marquee Event Sponsor Banner
or Sign, front page notation on golf program, 12 mo. ad in Sunday worship bulfetin, wall plague

** Tournament Sponsors include (1) foursome greens fees, carts, boxed funch for 4, Tournament Sponsor sign,
special notation in golf program, 12 mo. Business Card ad in Sunday worship bulletin

*** Hole Sponsors include notation in program and sponsor sign on a golf hole

Name/brief message for Sponsor Sign:

Tournament & Hole Sponsor: please print name or message as you would like it to appear on the sign/in the program,
OR Check the box if you would like “Same as last year”: |:|

[ |Donated item(s):

Sponsors & Donors: Contact Name, Address, Phone:

Questions? 5 fcosgolf@gmail.com 5 813-368-7396




Thank God for Teachers

It is sometimes said that public school teachers do not teach values. Yet every day, countless
teachers quietly model compassion, patience, integrity and kindness through the way they
care for their students.

Many teachers go far beyond lesson plans and classrooms. They spend their own money on
school supplies, workbooks, clothing, snacks and special needs for children who may other-
wise go without. They encourage struggling students, celebrate small victories and offer
steady support to children facing difficult circumstances at home.

Teachers also work with students from many different backgrounds and abilities. Some pa-
tiently help children learn English, while others devote extra time and care to students with
learning, emotional or social challenges. In a world where many children face poverty, abuse,
loneliness, neglect or uncertainty, a caring teacher can become a source of hope, stability and
encouragement.

Many educators also serve faithfully in churches and communities, living out their faith
through daily acts of love and service. Their influence often reaches far beyond what grades
or test scores can measure.

As a church family, let us remember to pray for teachers, encourage them in their calling and
thank God for the important difference they make in the lives of children every day.

©Churchart.com Used by permission.
All rights reserved.

O

2
5

"I was a first-grade teacher.
What did you do?"
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SNAPS & SNIPPETS Submitted by Gary Jordan, Karen Urban and Kristi Saligame

The purpose of this feature is to make it easy for you, the reader, to contribute to the newsletter and to
have some fun in the process! All you have to do is send a favorite picture (favorite scene, favorite sun-
set, church activities, etc.) or something for which you thank God and attach just a brief description of
what the picture is. Please remember that pictures must be appropriate for a church audience and be

apolitical. Newsletter Team members will choose which pictures to include. Send SNAPS & SNIPPETS to
newsletter@lcostampa.org.

Friday, July 10—the “feels like” temperature was 110 degrees,
so after they registered, we asked food bank clients to wait in
Gloria may be our longest serving the sanctuary until it was their turn to shop.
food bank volunteer—what a treat

to celebrate her birthday!

Gary Jordan celebrating his father-in-law’s 93rd birthday with a little Rainbow Trout
fishing trip to Roaring River State Park in southern Missouri.

¥
ki
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LCOS AUGUST BIRTHDAYS

Carol Cousins
Mary Donovan
Amy Jordan
Judith Stocker
Allan Berge

Gwyn Leimbach
Darren Paffenroth
Chuck Urban
Linda Dillinger
Rachel Richardson
Nancy Cross

Scott Macaluso
Donald Thomas
Ginnie Berge

LCOS SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS

Aug 1 Ronan Saligame Sep 3
Augl Eddie Forte Sep 4
Augl Sunita Kaladeen Sep 6
Aug 2 Gregor Muir Sep 7
Aug 3 Michael Heselius Sep 21
Aug 7 Mid Brenner Sep 22
Aug9 Debby Kruger Sep 24
Aug 10 Keiler Reina Sep 26
Aug 17 Ramesh Saligame Sep 27
Aug 18 Amy Ashmore Sep 29
Aug 19 Noah Rozell Sep 29
Aug 22

Aug 25

Aug 31

year’s newsletter.

If your birthday is missing from our list, please contact Roger Swain,
roger.swain@tampa.rr.com, or at 813-886-7961 so we may include you in next

Interim Pastor
Pastor Jon L. Culp
Office Hours: Tuesdays from 10am-2pm
Email: iPastor@Icostampa.org

Church Office Hours
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 10am-2pm
Email: office@Icostampa.org / Phone: 813.884.1232

Temporary Office Manager
Ginnie Berge (remote from ND May-October)
Email: gberge@Ilcostampa.org
gkberge7@gmail.org, 701.429.3279
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LUTHERAN CHURCH

OF OUR SAVIOUR August 2026

Deadline for submission of
September Newsletter items is:

August 10, 2026

Please submit articles or pictures to:
newsletter@Icostampa.org

Printing kindly provided as a charitable contribution
through the efforts of Kimberly Kelly and Ken Scrase at

LUTHERAN Loading Dock 2
CHURCH 5410 Pioneer Park Blvd, Suite E
OF OUR Tampa, FL 33634

SAVIOUR




