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OUR VISION
Through LCOS all come to know the uncon-
ditional love of God, grow in their faith, and
share their love and faith with others.

OUR MISSION
That all may experience the love of Jesus
Christ, we reach up through worship cele-
bration. We reach out by sharing our faith.
We reach in through prayer and study.

SUNDAY WORSHIP CELEBRATIONS
Bible Study 8:30am
9:30am
10:30am

Worship Service
Fellowship

CHURCH STAFF

Rev. Stephen Kauffman, Pastor
Stephen C. Smeach, Deacon
Naoko Okada, Minister of Music
Charlie McCoy, Accountant
Roger Swain, Financial Secretary

CHURCH COUNCIL (Ministry Area)

Sara Berge, President
(Governance & Administration)?

Don Richardson, Vice President (Education)
Jan Spaulding, Secretary (Care)

Kristi Saligame, Finance/Treasurer
(Stewardship & Finance) and (Social Media)

Barbara Beauregard (Facility & Grounds)
Charlie McCoy (Stewardship & Finance)
Lynne O’Reilly (Care)

Fran Palermo (Fellowship)°

Sharon Rozell (Outreach)

Gail Smeach, (Worship & Music)

ncludes Pr. Kauffman and Deacon Smeach
®Includes Deacon Smeach
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Christmas is an Antidote for our Fears
Submitted by Pastor Stephen Kauffman

Fear seems to pervade our contemporary lives. We fear life and
death, and everything in between. We fear loss of income and job,
we fear immigration and terrorism, we fear cancer and dementia,
global warming and an uncertain, unknown future.

The antidote to our fears is found in the coming of Christ into the
world. When fear becomes our orientation to the world, we either
withdraw into isolation or resort to acts of aggression. Fear hardens lives and closes borders.
Fear prevents us from being open to the radial newness of God’s promises.

If fear closes us off from hearing God’s word of promise, it is no wonder that God had to send
messengers to announce, “Do not be afraid.”

Has it ever occurred to you how often those words appear in the Christmas story? Gabriel has
already spoken them to Zachariah, father-to-be of John the Baptist. "Be not afraid." He has
spoken those words to Joseph as Joseph contemplates ending his engagement with Mary.
"Don’t be afraid." To the startled shepherds in the fields keeping watch over their flocks by
night, the angel says, "Fear not, for behold | bring you good tidings of great joy, which shall be
for all people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord."

Isaiah offers a promise of homecoming from exile. To people who felt that God had failed to
keep promises or had abandon them, God sent this messenger to say -

The people who walked in darkness

have seen a great light;

those who lived in a land of deep darkness —
on them light has shined.

For a child has been born for us,

a son given to us;

authority rests upon his shoulders;
and he is named

Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

At the close of this year, we have blessings to count and challenges to face. We are people
who have lived in darkness but who are assured the presence of God’s light in Christ in the
days ahead. And, as Robert Frost reminds us, “we have miles to go before we sleep.”
Merry Christmas!

Pastor Steve
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President’s Report
Submitted by Sara Berge

Happy Advent and Merry Christmas!

December is such a special time in the church. We are in the season of Ad- é

vent, a time when we are preparing for the birth of Jesus. While we deco-
rate our homes and shop for gifts to exchange, it’s important to keep in mind that we are also
preparing for God’s Son to be born to ultimately save us from our sins. The other prepara-
tions are fun (and sometimes stressful!), but we need to be careful not to let them overshad-
ow the preparations needed for our hearts and minds.

On that note, we have a lot happening at LCOS this month. Advent services will begin on Sun-
day, November 30" with a weekly Advent Bible starting the prior Wednesday, November 26.
Mark your calendars to participate in church and the Advent Bible study each week leading
up to Christmas. Sunday, December 7™ will be a busy Sunday that you don’t want to miss!
Our church choir will present a Christmas Cantata during the service, there will be hanging of
the greens, we will have our annual Christmas meal after worship, and there will be a fun Ad-
vent activity to work on during the meal.

Make a special note on your calendars to attend church on Sunday, December 14™. After the
service, we will have our December Congregational Meeting. We will have a full agenda dis-
cussing many items including forming our call committee, approving the 2026 spending plan,
and hearing an updated report from Deacon Einstein Gonzalez about the work he has done
exploring the benefits of bringing a Hispanic Lutheran ministry to LCOS and the Town and
Country Area. | hope you will be able to be a part of the conversations as we prepare for the
future of LCOS in 2026 and beyond.

Finally, to wrap up the month, we will celebrate the arrival of the Christ child with our Christ-
mas Eve service at 7:00pm on Wednesday, December 24th. This really is a joyous season, and
| look forward to preparing and celebrating with you all!
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LCOS Council Meeting Summary—OQOctober 19, 2025
Submitted by Jan Spaulding

Opening prayer at 11:00am

Financial- LCOS had steady income reported last month. Was able to
make a $3000.00 payment toward principle of the mortgage with a bal-
ance of $130,600.00 remaining. Strong facilities income due to rentals
of Luther Hall and Golf Fundraiser reported $13,475.00.

Kaye Prox Food Bank- continues to serve 350+ families weekly. Continue to serve Monday,
Wednesday and Friday. Donations accepted of canned items, dry goods and personal care
items. Plan to give Thanksgiving meal kits and small Christmas gifts this year.

Technology- continuing to get council members connected to Share Point for document
sharing. Continuing to work on the updating of the audio equipment in the church. Up-
dating the email list of the church. If you have received an email please respond so that
we know that your email is current. Prayer list has been updated by Deacon Steve.

Facilities and Grounds- Fence in back of the property has been installed, costs deferred by
donations. Plan for flower bed in front of church to be cleaned up, higher toilets will be
installed in the women’s bathroom. Knox box to be installed by the front entrance of the
church for access by the fire department in event of an emergency. New copier to be de-

livered.

Outreach- Submit a picture of the Nativity set displayed in your home to be placed on a
Christmas tree at church. Send pictures to Sharon Rozell and she will get them printed.

Planning Advent activities.

Deacon Einstein Gonzalez on campus usually days of Food Bank distribution to get to know
the Latino clients. Plan to have prayer sessions on Wednesday if clients are interested. He
continues to gather information about the Latino influence in the Town and Country area.

LAFFS plans their Christmas Brunch and gift exchange Saturday, December 13, 2025. We
will by meeting 11:30am at the home of Jan Spaulding. You do not have to be a member
of LAFFS to attend this fun event filled with food and laughter. Please join us!!!!

Closing prayer at 12:55pm

Full minutes for all meetings can by found in the church office
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LCOS Treasurer’s Report—October 2025
Submitted by Kristi Saligame

October Financial Review:

Church income in October was $40,678, above our budget of $21,969 and last
year’s result of $18,539.
Member Giving was $15,531, above our budget of $14,619 and year-ago gifts

of $14,067.
Fundraising: the Golf tournament raised a total of $17,110 before expenses of $3,685. We do-
nated 20% (52,865) of the net proceeds of $13,425 to our feeding ministries, which leaves
$10,560 for use by the church in our General Fund. J
Designated Funds: during October we used $3,960 in Bold Statement Funds toward the new
fence, and $200 from the Music/Choir Fund for new microphones/sound equipment.
Facilities income was $3,877 in October, vs. $2,472 a year ago.

Church expense was $30,990 in October, vs. $19,627 a year ago and our budget of $21,785.

The Golf Tournament contributed $3,685 in fundraising expense and $2,865 in Mission Expense
in October. (It was in November, in both 2024 and in our 2025 budget.)

We set aside an additional $1,500 in October toward future pastoral compensation costs. The
Pastoral Compensation Fund now has a balance of $17,500. These funds can be used toward
our upcoming call process and/or future compensation of a Pastor.

A new fence at the back of the property, and the installation of a Knox box (key box for first
responders) contributed to higher-than-expected facilities costs.

All other expense categories were in line with expectations.

LCOS recorded net income of $9,688 in October.

Year to Date:

Month/Q Current Year Results Year-Ago Results

Income Expense Difference Income Expense Difference
Jan-Mar $68,301 $68,781 ($480) $56,222 $55,301 $922
Apr-Jun $70,423 $68,153 $2,271 $100,997 $59,604 $41,393
July-Sep $72,989 $80,884 ($7,894) $71,642 $117,295 ($45,653)
Oct $40,678 $30,990 $9,688 $18,539 $19,627 (51,089)
Total $252,391 $248,807 $3,584 $247,399 $251,827 ($4,427)
The pulse:

Wishing you and your loved ones each of the themes of Advent: peace, joy, love, and hope,
for this Christmas 2025 and into the New Year.

Please keep the mission, ministries, and members of this church in your prayers this holiday
season. As always, thank you, thank you, for your ongoing, faithful support of LCOS — this
church family is such a blessing to its members and the surrounding community!
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Facility and Grounds
Submitted by Barbara Beauregard

We can take one more project off our to-do list: the back fence is com-
plete! From now through Spring we can focus on getting Bougainvillea
plants planted. The color of the plant is San Diego Red, but most plants
at Home Depot do not give a color name. Just remember it is not a pink-
red, but an orange-red. This will take a little time to find and plant all these, my best guess is
we need 50 plants, if planted 4 ft apart, but it should be beautiful when finished and in
bloom! (any available Thrivent cards??)

I’ve used this space the past few months to give a little history of items you see in church eve-
ry Sunday, but you might like to know why. This time we’ll look at the Liturgical Appointments
which are primarily in the Chancel area (altar). That area changes frequently for seasons, holi-
days, etc. but some items are there because they MUST be there. We covered the paraments
and their color changes, but the must haves are a cross, the service book, (or missal) on its
stand and at least two candles, plus the sanctuary candle.

Most important is the cross, of which we use two. One is the processional cross carried in for
each service and the large one on the wall, since we have a free-standing altar. Our proces-
sional cross is a crucifix cross, emphasizing the incarnation of Christ and His atoning sacrifice.
Notice the service book sits off to the side allowing the communion elements to be placed in
the center. Candles, like crosses have a long history in the church. Early churches would have
had oil lamps, until about the 12th century. Even after light bulbs came about candles have
been a Christian symbol of the statement of Jesus “l am the light of the world”. The two can-
dles at the altar are called eucharistic lights because service is Holy Communion. The sanctu-
ary candle is hung on a side chancel wall or from the ceiling and usually has a clear or red
glass globe.

And thus we say goodbye to 2025 and welcome in 2026! There will be many exciting things
happening this year! Gathering a Call Committee to begin looking for a pastor, getting pro-
jects finished so we look good and put our best foot forward, as the saying goes! | will add to
that list as | am stepping down from the many things/projects/committees/etc. that | current-
ly am involved in. In many ways these things have been interesting, rewarding, and a learning
process for sure, but | have been involved in some project since | joined LCOS, FORTY years
ago! Think it is time for me to do my projects! Like clean up from last years hurricane! (My list
is long!) | might get my to-do list finished (ha ha) and get bored and come looking for some-
thing to do, as | well know there is always a project here! Many thanks to all who have assist-
ed over the years. | certainly didn’t go it alone!
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Kaye Prox Food Bank
Submitted by Kristi Saligame

Kaye Prox Food Bank Update - A Page (or 2) of Thanks

In keeping with the spirit of Thanksgiving, this update is a HUGE thank you
to the many people and organizations that support the Kaye Prox Food
Bank. We are an all-volunteer, community food bank, and with such an

amazing community! We serve between 300 and 400 families per week,
offering distributions three days each week. www.facebook.com/kayeproxfoodbank

Thanks to Feeding Tampa Bay!
Most of the food we distribute is sourced via our part-
nership with Feeding Tampa Bay. We order bulk pro-
@ duce and non-perishables from Feeding Tampa Bay
ee m weekly, at no charge or at discounted rate. Feeding
TAMPA BAY Tampa Bay a.lso pairs us with local reta.ilers, including

Walmart Neighborhood Markets, Publix stores, Target
stores, and Aldi locations, all of which donate to us each
week.

Thanks, and so much love, to our sister churches:

o First Reformed Church of Tampa provides devotionals for us to hand out, regularly provides
us food and financial donations, and hosts the Portico Ministry on their campus.

e Incarnation Catholic Church donates food every month. Many of our food bank and Portico
volunteers are ICC members. The ICC Columbiettes provide non-food donations (blankets,
socks, clothes) to the Portico Ministry.

o Messiah Lutheran Church has long provided us financial donations and connected us with
school food drives. In 2025, they have delivered monthly food donations, and their volun-
teers join us weekly.

e Grace Lutheran Church includes us in their food drives, and Atonement Lutheran Church do-
nated our cargo van, which has served us all through 2025!

Thanks to Village Inn and Bravo: Village Inn continues to offer regular
VILLAGE financial support. We bring your dining receipts into the restaurant, and
INN Village Inn gives back to the food bank a percentage of each bill. Bravo
supermarket is a partner to the Portico Ministry, providing hot cooked
meals 5 days a week for our unhoused neighbors.

Thanks to community members, relatives, and friends with big hearts:

Mary Marrs and family. Michael Schulz. Kimberly Codling Smith. Anthony Triola (Jets tailgate
donation). Viggo Vanterpool (long-time friend). The Hillsborough County Democratic Women’s
Club. Reddick’s Roofing & Repair (Palm Harbor). Jim, who brings turkeys and hams at all holi-
days, and never provides his last name. Vicky, who went to Walmart and filled her car up for us,

repeatedly. Many more, who preferred to be anonymous. All of these went above and
Page 8 beyond, to help us feed our neighbors.



http://www.facebook.com/kayeproxfoodbank

Thanks to LCOS Members and Groups:

LAFFS ran a pop-concert on our behalf in Sep-
tember, what a wonderful treat it was!

The Golf Tournament Fun(d)raiser donates a
percentage of their proceeds each year, a huge
blessing!!

Many LCOS members have been so generous,
we appreciate each of you. Special thanks to ,
the Jordan family, the Watson family, the Richardson family, Lynne o’ Re|IIy, Diana Meehan,
Rick and Angela Padin, Rita Blyden, Danielle Kearney, Carol Cousins, the Dillinger family, Fran
Beauregard, Jan Spaulding, Cherri Krall, and Sara Berge.

Thanks to our amazing 2025 volunteers:

Food bank volunteers are at work on our campus on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, and Fri-
day each week. We love them all, and they’re each so valuable to what we do. We plan to
celebrate their service in 2025 at a lunch in December, and we thank them by their first
names here:

Drivers/Donations Pickup: Angel, Eloy, Gary, Gloria, Jackie, Jan, Kent, Kristi, Nadine, Obed

Community Cupboard Distribution: Alberto, Alexander, Alfredo, Alice, Allan, Andres, Angel,
Angela, Arianna, Brenda, Bruce, Daniel, Dolly, Douglas, Eloy, Ernesto, Gloria, Guillermo (Willy),
Isabel, Ivan, Jackie, Jan, Jordy, Jorge, Judith, Kristi, Larry, Laura, Leo, Linda, Lucia, Luis, Marga-
rita, Marta, Mary, Michele, Milagros, Myriam, Nadine, Obed, Patricia, Ron, Sebastian, Tanya,
Victor, Vimary, Yordis, Yovanni

Registration/Data: Beth, Chevelle, Irma, Isabel, Jan, Kristi, Mari, Maritza, Perla, Rick

Inventory/Prep: Angela, Chevelle, Diana, Jane, Kelly, Kristi, Lorraine, Maysie, Ray, Rick, Rita




Portico Ministry
Submitted by Rick and Angela Padin

Brothers and Sisters:

As we move into the winter and holiday season, we're beginning to see
new faces looking for a warm meal. This is a trend I've noticed since vol-
unteering to feed and provide meals, clothing and personal hygiene prod-
ucts to our houseless neighbors. During the summer days we normally hand out 25 meals,
but most recently that number's gone up to 28-30, having to supplement with day bags pre-
pared and provided by the food bank, so we don't have to turn anyone away without some-
thing to eat.

Our partner and friend Juan De La Cruz identifies the mission to feed the homeless under the
Apostleship name of Five Breads and Two Fishes and is organizing a Christmas luncheon event
to be held at Incarnation Church, in the Saint Mark's Hall, on Saturday December 27 10:00 to
1:00. He looks forward preparing turkey, mashed potatoes, mac and cheese, salad, coffee or
hot cocoa, juice, water and dessert. Further, he would like to secure items, used but not
abused, new is okay, such as shoes, jackets, pants, socks, gloves, hats and hygiene items such
as toothbrushes, paste, deodorant, soap bars, sanitizers, etc. He served just over 30 meals
last year and expects the number to increase and fall between 35-40 this year.

This is where | would like to reach out to our LCOS members to once again dig into your closet
and identify an item you may be willing to part ways with and donate it for a good cause. The
items donated will be bagged by gender and offered as a Christmas gift.

If you are willing, another option may be to donate a food item(s) identified in the "menu" to
be served in the day of the event or you may donate a $5 dollar gift card from McDonalds or
Burger King. Regardless of what the donation may be, your effort is appreciated, and we
thank God for it.

Moving into the New Year, the Ministry will be exploring the possibility of increasing the num-
ber of meals provided by Bravo Supermarket from 25 to 30 so we may continue meeting the
needs of our houseless neighbors.

"Heavenly Father, we pray for those who face the harsh winter without a home. Provide them
with shelter, warmth, and safety. Stir our hearts to support local shelters, donate what we
can, and volunteer our time. May we be Your hands and feet in serving the vulnerable and en-
sure no one is left cold and alone this season. Amen."

The Portico Ministry wishes you a safe holiday season. Merry Christmas and a Happy New
Year 2026. We also thank you for all your prayers and support. Until then, may God bless us
all.
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Advent Bible Study with Pastor Steve

Pastor Steve will again offer an Advent Bible study on successive Wednes-
JAMES A, HARNISH days beginning November 26 and continuing through December 17 at

% | 10:00 am. We will meet in the classroom behind the sanctuary. When
God Comes Down is a four-week study, providing one lesson for each
week of Advent before Christmas. Each lesson includes a key Scripture, a
brief reflection, discussion/reflection questions, a brief prayer, and a focus
for the coming week. In this study, we will explore the meaning of the in-
carnation...God with us in human flesh. No experience necessary! Come

as you are!

Advent Sundays at LCOS

Advent begins on Sunday, November 30 this year. As in the past, we will
light candles on the wreath, adding one each Sunday until Christmas.

An Advent Study for Aduls

Families of our young people will light the candles and share a brief read-
ing each week. Plan now to join us as we observe this yearly countdown to the birth of the
Christ child.

New this year, on Sunday, December 7, we will celebrate Hanging of the Greens by placing
each of our four large wreaths on the wall as a part of our liturgy that Sunday. That same
Sunday the Choir will sing a Christmas Cantata during the service, and we will share our

traditional Christmas Dinner in Luther Hall. A holiday craft project is also being planned.
k-

Advent with the Kids




Christmas Eve Worship at LCOS

Candlelight Holy Communion and Special Music
Prelude at 6:40 pm
Worship at 7:00 pm

Introduction

In winter’s deepest night, we welcome the light of the Christ child. Isaiah declares that the
light of the long-promised king will illumine the world and bring endless peace and justice.
Paul reminds us that the grace of God through Jesus Christ brings salvation to all people. The
angels declare that Jesus’ birth is good and joyful news for everyone, including lowly shep-
herds. Filled with the light that shines in our lives, we go forth to share the light of Christ with
the whole world.
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Snaps and Snippets

Reformation Sunday
Submitted by Dolly Patterson

Amelia Richardson’s Baptism
Submitted by Sara Berge

Portico Ministry
Submitted by Rick Padin

Ernie is ready for turkey!
Submitted by Karen Urban

Pastor Keiser visited with Fritz
and Martin
Submitted by Karen Urban
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LCOS DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS LCOS JANUARY BIRTHDAYS

Becky Meier Dec1 Elizabeth Major Jan1
Liam Heselius Dec 2 Janet Major Jan1
Heidi Richters Dec 2 Jesse Major Jan1
Danielle Kearney Dec 3 Locke Major Jan1
Matthew Baun Dec 5 Matthew Major Jan1
Matthew Groh Dec 6 Theodore Major Jan1
Miles Hood Dec9 Naoko Okada Hill Jan 6
Jen Donovan Dec 10 Greg Watson Jan 8
Ronda McIndoe Dec 10 Frank Julius Jan 18
Jan Spaulding Dec 12 Augusta Major Jan 18
Terence Hood Dec 14 Todd Stewart Jan 19
Nicki Griscti Dec 15 Mike Watson Jan 21
Gene Camp Dec 17 Sal Pusateri Jan 22
April Strouse Dec 24 Jay Dillinger Jan 27
Densingh Thambiraj | Dec 28 June Major Jan 29
Angela Padin Dec 31 Karen Groh Jan 31
Lynn Richardson Dec 31

aii’sts'}ﬁg If your birthday is missing from our list, please contact Roger Swain, 813-886-7961

& Let us know! Or roger.swain@tampa.rr.com, so that we may include you next year!
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“Very few people realize this, but the cornerstone of
this church is actually a fruitcake given to me by Ethel Mabeline
during the Christmas of '72."

Copyright © 2025 CRI™. All Rights Reserved.
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Wednes-

Monday Tuesday day Thursday Friday Saturday
30 1 2 3 4 5 6
Advent 10:30am Portico 10:00am Advent 6:00pm Choir Re- |2:30pm Food Bank
8:30am Adult Bible Class Ministry Study hearsal
8:30am Choir Rehearsal 12:20pm Food Bank 10:00am Pastor 6:30pm New Ark
9:30am Worship with Holy Steve Hours 7:00pm AA
Communion 10:30am Portico
11:00am Fellowship Ministry
12:30pm New Ark 12:20pm Food Bank
7 8 9 10 11 12 13
8:30am Adult Bible Class 10:30am Portico NEWSLETTER 6:00pm Choir Re- |2:30pm Food Bank
8:30am Choir Rehearsal Ministry DEADLINE hearsal
9:30am Worship with Holy 12:20pm Food Bank 10:00am Advent 6:30pm New Ark
Communion Study 7:00pm AA
9:30am LCOS Choir Cantata 10:00am Pastor
11:00am Fellowship Steve Hours
12:30pm New Ark 10:30am Portico
Ministry
12:20pm Food Bank
14 15 16 17 18 19 20
8:30am Adult Bible Class 10:30am Portico FOOD BANK DO- |6:00pm Choir Re- |2:30pm Food Bank
9:30am Worship with Holy Ministry NATION DEAD- hearsal
Communion 12:20pm Food Bank LINE FOR 6:30pm New Ark
11:00am Fellowship CHRISTMAS 7:00pm AA
12:30pm New Ark 10:00am Advent
Study
10:00am Pastor
Steve Hours
10:30am Portico
Ministry
12:20pm Food Bank
21 22 23 24 25 26 27
8:30am Adult Bible Class 10:30am Portico 10:30am Portico Christmas Day FOOD BANK
9:30am Worship with Holy Ministry Ministry 6:30pm New Ark CLOSED
Communion 12:20pm Food Bank 12:20pm Food Bank |7:00pm AA
11:00am Council Meeting 7:00pm Christmas
11:00am Fellowship Eve Worship with
12:30pm New Ark Holy Communion
28 29 30 31 1 2 3
8:30am Adult Bible Class 10:30am Portico FOOD BANK New Year's Day 2:30pm Food Bank
9:30am Worship with Holy Ministry CLOSED 10:00am Pastor
Communion 12:20pm Food Bank 10:30am Portico Steve Hours
11:00am Fellowship Ministry 6:30pm New Ark
12:30pm New Ark 7:00pm AA

Advent Study
Wednesday, December 3, 10 and 17

. 10:00am

Christmas Eve Worship
Wednesday, December 24
7:00pm
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LUTHERAN CHURCH

OF OUR SAVIOUR December 2025

Deadline for submission of
January Newsletter items is:

DECEMBER 10, 2025

Please submit articles or pictures to:
newsletter@Ilcostampa.org

Please identify yourself so we can list you as the author.

Printing kindly provided as a charitable contribution
through the efforts of Kimberly Kelly and Ken Scrase at
Loading Dock 2

LUTHERAN 5410 Pioneer Park Blvd, Suite E
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